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DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


1548 MOUNT VERNON ROAD 
DUNWOODY, GEORGIA 30338 


CITY OF DUNWOODY, GA 
CITY COUNCIL 


 
Ken Wright, Mayor 


 
Denis Shortal – District 1, Post 1  
Adrian Bonser - District 2, Post 2 
Tom Taylor – District 3, Post 3 


Robert Wittenstein – At Large, Post 4  
Danny Ross – At Large, Post 5 


John Heneghan – At Large, Post 6 
 
Tuesday, May 26, 2009  Special Called Meeting    7:00 PM 
 
A) CALL TO ORDER 
 
B) ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  


1. Proclamation: “Dunwoody United Methodist Church” 
2. Proclamation: “Dr. Robert Albin” 
3. Proclamation: “Automated External Defibrillators” 


        
C) INVOCATION 
 
D) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
E) MINUTES  
 


1. Approval of Meeting Minutes from the April 20, 2009 City Council Work Session. 
 
F)  APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA (add or remove items from agenda) 
 
G)  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
H)  PRESENTATION 
 


1. Dr. Kevin Harris, Dunwoody High School Principal. 
 
I)  MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT 
 
J) CONSENT AGENDA  


 
1. Resolution adopting a license fee for door-to-door salesmen and solicitors in the City of 


Dunwoody.  (RESOLUTION 2009-05-30) 
 


2. Resolution adopting Lights Off/Power Down policy.  (RESOLUTION 2009-05-31) 
 
 
 
 







DUNWOODY CITY COUNCIL            MEETING AGENDA   MAY 26, 2009 - 7:00PM 


 


 
K)  UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  


 
1. SECOND READ: Ordinance to Amend Chapter 2: Administration (ORDINANCE 


2009-05-31) 
 


L)  NEW BUSINESS:  
 


1. Status Report on New School Traffic. 
 


2. PUBLIC HEARING


- Presentation and Recommendation by Community Development 


 – Resolution to transmit the Comprehensive Plan Community 
Assessment and Community Participation Plan to the Atlanta Regional Commission and 
State Department of Community Affairs. 


- Public Comments Open 
- Public Comments Closed 
- Close Public Hearing 
 


3. PUBLIC HEARING


- Presentation and Recommendation by Community Development 


 – FIRST READ: Ordinance to amend Chapter 27: Zoning - An 
amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance to clean-up certain language, reinstate 
certain provisions, and amend certain requirements.  


- Public Comments Open 
- Public Comments Closed 
- Close Public Hearing 


 
4. PUBLIC HEARING


- Presentation and Recommendation by Community Development 


 – FIRST READ: Ordinance to amend the text of the Zoning 
Ordinance, specifically Section 3C, the “Dunwoody Village Overlay District”. 


- Public Comments Open 
- Public Comments Closed 
- Close Public Hearing 


 
5. PUBLIC HEARING 


- Presentation and Recommendation by Community Development 


– FIRST READ: Ordinance to rezone the Dunwoody United 
Methodist Church property to remove it from the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
Designation”. 


- Public Comments Open 
- Public Comments Closed 
- Close Public Hearing 


 
M)   OTHER BUSINESS (none at this time) 
 
N)   PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
O)   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 


1.  For the purposes of legal, real estate, and personnel discussions. 
 
P) ADJOURN 





		Tuesday, May 26, 2009  Special Called Meeting    7:00 PM






 


PPRROOCCLLAAMMAATTIIOONN  
 
 
 
WHEREAS, Dr. B. Wiley Stephens, Senior Pastor at Dunwoody United 


Methodist Church, and his entire congregation have been avid 
supporters of the new City of Dunwoody; and  


 
WHEREAS, upon incorporation on December 1, 2008, the City did not have a 


facility in which to conduct its City Council meetings; and  
 
WHEREAS, Dunwoody United Methodist Church graciously opened its doors 


for the City of Dunwoody to conduct its meetings; and  
 
WHEREAS, the meeting space afforded to the City gave all citizens the 


opportunity to attend the Council meetings in the heart of 
Dunwoody. 


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by the Mayor and City Council, 
that in recognition of their gracious hospitality we wish to extend our humble 
gratitude to Dr. B. Wiley Stephens and the Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
congregation.  In further recognition, we hereby present Dr. B. Wiley Stephens with 
this key to the City.   
         


City of Dunwoody Mayor 
 
 


          
     ________________________ 


        Ken Wright 
Attest: 
 
________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 








 
PROCLAMATION 


 
 


WHEREAS, on the evening of Monday, March 30, 2009, Mr. Jim McNab, a 
citizen of the City of Sandy Springs, Georgia, suffered a sudden 
cardiac arrest at his residence; and  


 
WHEREAS, after calling 911 Mrs. McNab remembered that her neighbor Dr. 


Robert Albin, was a pulmonologist at St. Joseph’s Hospital and 
reported this to the 911 operator.  In turn, Dr. Albin received a call 
from the 911 operator and immediately responded to the McNab 
residence; and  


 
WHEREAS, Dr. Albin was familiar with and had lectured on a novel new 


treatment for cardiac arrest patients called therapeutic hypothermia.  
This treatment cools down the body in an attempt to prevent brain 
damage.  Although he had never treated a patient using therapeutic 
hypothermia, Dr. Albin and the ICU staff immediately began this 
treatment on Mr. McNab; and 


 
WHEREAS, The City of Dunwoody wishes to recognize and honor Dr. Robert 


Albin for his heroic act and selfless service, which saved the life of 
his dear friend and neighbor, Jim McNab.  


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, by the City of Dunwoody  
Mayor and City Council that in recognition of the heroic efforts of Dr. Robert Albin May 26, 
2009 shall be proclaimed:  


 
“Robert Albin Day” 


 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 26th day 
of May, 2009. 


 
       City of Dunwoody Mayor 
        


________________________ 
       Ken Wright 
 
Attest: 


 
________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 








        
AUTOMATED EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS 


 
 
WHEREAS: automated external defibrillators (AED) are portable devices that restore a 


heart to its normal rhythm and beat; and 
 
WHEREAS: the City of Dunwoody, the Mayor, and the City Council support the 


committee of volunteers from businesses operating in the City of 
Dunwoody, the Homeowners Associations, the PCID, the developers, and 
the Swim and Tennis Clubs of Dunwoody, who will come together to raise 
the funds needed to purchase AEDs; and 


 
WHEREAS: the goal is to raise enough funds to purchase an AED for each patrol car, 


and to place an AED in City Hall; now 
 
THEREFORE: I, KEN WRIGHT, Mayor of the City of Dunwoody, do hereby proclaim 


that the City of Dunwoody, the Mayor, and the City Council are in support 
of the Automated External Defibrillators (AED) and urge all citizens to help 
support the cause of funding Automated External Defibrillators (AED) for 
the City of Dunwoody.  


 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 26th


 
 day of May, 2009. 


      City of Dunwoody Mayor 
 
      ________________________ 
      Ken Wright 
 
Attest: 
 
________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 








 


INVOCATION 


 


“At this Council Meeting, help us to make decisions which keep us faithful to our  


mission and reflect our values.  Give us strength to hold to our purpose; wisdom  


to guide us; and a keen perception to lead us.  And above all, keep charitable as  


we deliberate.” 








CITY OF DUNWOODY 
April 20, 2009 


CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 


The Mayor and Council of the City of Dunwoody held a City Council Work Session on Monday, 
April 20, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The Work Session was held in the Dunwoody United Methodist 
Church, 1548 Mount Vernon Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338.  Present for this meeting were the 
following: 
 
  Mayor   Ken Wright   
 


District 1, Post 1 Denis Shortal, Council Member 
  District 3, Post 3 Tom Taylor, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 4 Robert Wittenstein, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 5 Danny Ross, Council Member 
  At Large, Post 6 John Heneghan, Council Member  
      


Staff Present:  Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
     Warren Hutmacher, City Manager 
     Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 


Bill Grogan, Chief of Police 
Jennifer Peterson, Director of Community Development 
Richard Meehan, Public Works Director 


 
Mayor Wright called the Meeting to order.  
 
ROLL CALL AND GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Council Member Bonser was absent; Council Member Wittenstein arrived at 9:00 pm.  


  


 
 Mayor Wright asked that everyone keep Council Member Bonser in their thoughts and prayers 
during her illness.  Mayor Wright commended Richard Meehan, Director of Public Works, and his 
staff for the expeditiously cleaning up the storm damage last week.  He also thanked staff for the 
way they handled a particular business license issue and their assistance to the customer. 
 
Council Member Shortal announced that Mr. Wingate is in Northside Hospital recovering from 
surgery and wished him a speedy recovery. 
 
Council Member Ross said Lemonade Days was very successful this year.  A new event was 
introduced, Bicycle Ride Around Dunwoody, honoring Jim Benson, a former Dunwoody citizen 
who was in a fatal bicycle accident last year. He announced that Mr. Benson’s family was there to 
make a donation for the purpose of bicycle trails.   
 
Council Member Shortal announced that May 11 


 
– 16 is “Ride Your Bike to Work Week”.   


INVOCATION
 


 led by Council Member Ross. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 


 led by Council Member Heneghan. 







APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 


  


Council Member Heneghan moved to add the Farmer’s Market to the agenda after Sustainability 
Commission Appointments.  Council Member Taylor seconded.  Mayor Wright called for the vote 
on the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Wright made a motion to move agenda 
item H9 “Discussion of Impact Fees” up to follow “Comprehensive Plan Kick-Off Presentation”.  
Council Member Taylor seconded.  Mayor Wright called for the vote on the motion and the motion 
carried unanimously.  Council Member Shortal motioned to approve the amended agenda.  Council 
Member Heneghan seconded.  Mayor Wright called for the vote on the motion and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT
 


:  Mayor Wright requested public comment.   


Brent Morris – Stated that he supports the Chamber of Commerce and the City of Dunwoody.  Mr. 
Morris said he supports the proposed amendment to Chapter 15 “Business Occupation Tax”. 
 
J. Michael Dendinger - Said that as a business attorney and Board Member for the Dunwoody 
Chamber of Commerce, He recommended striking subsection H.   
 
Joe DeVita – Thanked City Manager Warren Hutmacher and the City Staff for attending the 
Chamber’s Business License Forum.  Mr. DeVita said that he supports the proposed amendment to 
Chapter 15. 
 
Bob Fiscella – Said that he is a small business owner and supports the proposed amendment to 
Chapter 15.   
 
Joe Stich – Spoke in favor of the proposed amendment to Chapter 15. 
 
Dick Lyon – Director of the Ashford Alliance Community Association introduced their President, 
Ron Sprinkle. 
 
Ron Sprinkle – Said he is the President of the Ashford Alliance Community Association, a group 
that represents the area south of I-285.  Mr. Sprinkle explained that they share the PCID with the 
City of Dunwoody and said they are just asking the City to keep their organization involved and 
informed. 
 
Gerri Penn – Said the amendment to the zoning ordinance should be reconsidered.  She said 
meetings should be held with residents surrounding the proposed area, the days of operation and 
hours of operation should be addressed.  Ms. Penn suggested narrowing down the amendment to 
stipulate places of worship not be allowed adjacent to residential communities.  She urged Council 
to defer and place on the agendas of the Community Council and the Planning Commission.  Ms. 
Penn extended her thanks to Tom LaPenna in Code Enforcement.  
 
Bob Uszynski – Stated that he had a pleasant experience meeting two Dunwoody police officers.  
Mr. Uszynski said he is interested in the code amendment to address water leaks.  He explained that 
he his neighbor has had a leak in her water service line for three years and he is concerned potential 
erosion damage to his property.   
 







Grant Grimes – Said that he supports the proposed amendment to Chapter 15. 
 
Joe Hirsch – Stated that he is a supporter of the Farmer’s Market and does agree that there should 
be restrictions.  He said a one year permit makes sense. 
 
Mayor Wright closed public comment. 
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL COMMENT
 


   


There was none. 
 


 
DISCUSSION: 


Sustainability Commission Appointments:


 


 Jennifer Peterson, Community Development 
Director, said the Sustainability Commission was created in December 2008 by Resolution; there 
were no official appointments and the Commission began having meetings.  Ms. Peterson explained 
that when it came to Staff’s attention the members had not been officially appointed it was brought 
back before Council with one additional name from the PCID who would like to participate.  
Council Member Shortal asked how the names were selected.  Mayor Wright said the names came 
from Council through to the Mayor and out to the Staff. Council Member Heneghan said that he 
submitted a number of names to the Mayor.  He added that he had attended an Atlanta Regional 
Commission meeting with Ms. Pattie Baker, the Chair of the Sustainability Commission.   


Farmer’s Market: Council Member Heneghan asked if there would be time to hold a Public 
Hearing next week on the proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance.  Jennifer Peterson, 
Community Development Director, advised that there is a Public Hearing scheduled for April 27th


 
.   


Presentation on Single Stream Recycling:


 


 Karen Pope of Republic Services introduced Monica 
Mosley and Tim Bowers, of Recycle Bank.  Mr. Bowers gave a presentation on “Recycle Bank”, a 
program that rewards customers for recycling.  Points are deposited into the household accounts 
and can be redeemed at local business, donated to local schools, or to 501(c)(3) companies.    


Mayor Wright asked City Manager Warren Hutmacher to look into releasing an RFP for sanitation 
services.  Council Member Shortal suggested the RFP have options for companies to bid on.  City 
Manager Hutmacher said the RFP would go out to private companies with a zero commitment, and 
then bring the information back to Council for them to decide how they wish to proceed.   
 
Comprehensive Plan Kick-Off Presentation:


 


  Jennifer Peterson, Community Development 
Director, reminded that in February the City hired POND & Company as the comprehensive plan 
consultant.  Since that time they have been gathering data for the Community Assessment and 
preparing the Community Participation Plan.  Ms. Peterson advised that to complete these two 
documents the city staff and consultant team need to begin meeting with a Steering Committee.  
Michelle Alexander of POND & Company gave a brief synopsis of the comprehensive plan process.  
Ms. Alexander said Mayor and Council need to appoint 8-12 members to a Citizens Advisory 
Committee that is representative of the city.  The Department of Community Affairs regulates this 
and requires diversity and broad representation.  Mayor Wright recommended no more than 13 
members or less.     







Discussion of Impact Fees:


 


  Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, gave the 
presentation on Impact Fees.  She advised that this is separate from the Comprehensive Plan and 
involves two steps: an assessment report and a methodology report.  Ms. Peterson said the City can 
draft an amendment to the contract of the Comprehensive Plan should Council choose to proceed.  
Mayor Wright requested that Ms. Peterson draft a timeline and get it out to the Mayor and Council 
and defer this for a while. 


Boyken Status Report:


 


 City Manager Warren Hutmacher reported that for March, 2009 $53,135 in 
cost was incurred under the City’s contract with Boyken International, with a cumulative cost as of 
March 31, 2009 of $479,062.  Mr. Hutmacher said Boyken personnel are currently working on the 
City Hall build out and City of Dunwoody staff will take over compilation of policies and 
procedures.  Mr. Hutmacher reported that the estimated move in date at the new City Hall location 
is May 11, with a soft opening at 8:00 am on that date, followed by a public celebration in June.  He 
said he anticipates the June Council meetings being in the new facility. 


Discussion of Code Amendment to address Water Leaks – Chapter 25: Water, Sewers and 
Sewage Disposal:


 


  Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, presented the proposed 
amendment to Chapter 25.  They include requiring property owners to fix water leaks on private 
property at the customer’s expense, create the definition of a leak, and allow City staff to enforce the 
code in addition to DeKalb County. 


March Financial Report:


 


  City Manager Warren Hutmacher presented the March Financial Report 
and stated that the City is doing fairly well at the end of the first quarter.  He reported that business 
licenses will be worked as a number one priority over the next few weeks.  Mr. Hutmacher said as of 
the current property tax digest, property tax revenue would be $6.6 million versus the $5.7 million 
budgeted.  


Resolution establishing Stormwater Utility Fees and Credits:


 


  Public Works Director Richard 
Meehan presented the proposed fees as $4/month for residential ($48/year).  Mr. Meehan explained 
that the proposed fees and credits are straight out of DeKalb County’s ordinance. 


FIRST READ: Ordinance to establish a Stormwater Utility Fund Budget (ORDINANCE 
2009-XX-XX):


 


  City Clerk Sharon Lowery read the Ordinance to establish a Stormwater Fund 
Budget.  Public Works Director Richard Meehan said the projected revenue for the Stormwater 
Utility Fund is $1.8 million.  He added that the City would receive 12 months of revenue but have 
only 8 months of expenditures the first year. 


City Manager Warren Hutmacher introduced Ms. Tanya Jackson, Project Manager and Budget 
Manager for the City. 
 
FIRST READ: Ordinance to amend Chapter 15: Business Occupation Tax, Licenses, and 
Regulations (ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX)


 


 City Clerk Sharon Lowery read the Ordinance to 
amend Chapter 15: Business Occupation Tax, Licenses, and Regulations.  City Manager Warren 
Hutmacher explained that the amendment removed the requirement for a state income tax return 
and the accounting firm affidavit.  


 
 







PUBLIC COMMENT
 


:  


Mayor Wright requested Public Comment.  
 
Linda Shulin – Asked for an explanation on the proposed stream buffer amendment. 
 
Mayor Wright closed Public Comment. 
 


 
ADJOURN  


Mayor Wright motioned to adjourn.  Council Member Ross seconded.  Mayor Wright called for the 
vote and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business the Meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Approved by: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor  
 
       Attest: 
 
 
 
       _______________________________ 
       Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 








STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY       RESOLUTION 2009-05-30 
 


 
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING AND APPROVING THE LICENSE FEE FOR DOOR-


TO-DOOR SALESMEN AND SOLICITORS IN THE CITY OF DUNWOODY 
 


WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Dunwoody authorizes the City to provide for the general 
health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Charter of the City of Dunwoody further authorizes the City to charge and 


collect license regulation fees for certain businesses operating in the City of 
Dunwoody; and 


 
WHEREAS, Chapter 15, Article III of the City Code of Ordinances provides for licensing and 


regulation of Door-to-Door Salesmen and solicitors operating within the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article III, Section 3(f) of Chapter 15 of the City Code of Ordinances, 


the Mayor and City Council wish to set the appropriate fee for obtaining a door-to-
door solicitation permit in the City of Dunwoody. 


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council for the City of 
Dunwoody, while in session on May 26, 2009, that the fee for obtaining a door-to-door solicitation 
permit in the City of Dunwoody, pursuant to Chapter 15, Article III of the City Code of Ordinances 
shall be $40.00 for the valid term of the permit pursuant to Article III, Section 3(f) of Chapter 15. 


 
 SO RESOLVED AND EFFECTIVE, this the 26th day of May, 2009. 
 
 
        Approved: 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 
Seal 


 








 


CITY OF DUNWOODY 
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Dunwoody, GA 30346 
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MEMORANDUM 
Date: May 26, 2009 


Subject: Lights Off / Power Down Policy 


 


In December, Mayor and Council chartered the Sustainability Commission to promote measures 
that encourage Dunwoody to work towards reducing the environmental footprint of the 
government through its policies, practices, buildings, and fleets.  The Sustainability Commission has 
been working with staff to research and pursue measures to attain the Atlanta Regional 
Commission’s Green Communities certification program. Many of these measures require action by 
Mayor and Council. 


One of the measures the Commission is tackling this quarter is Measure 11 the Government “Lights 
Out/Power Down” Policy.  This measure requires the City to pass a policy to reduce energy use in 
its buildings for lighting and electronics when not in use.  This includes adopting a building 
management policy that requires turning off all nonemergency lighting and electronics after hours 
and educating employees on turning off lighting and electronics when not in use and at night.   


The Sustainability Commission and staff have researched “Lights Out/Power Down” policies in 
surrounding jurisdictions. City of Roswell, City of Alpharetta, and Gwinnett County all have policies 
promoting energy efficiency and reducing unnecessary energy use associated with operating 
electronic equipment and lighting at City buildings.  Also, the nearby City of Doraville and City of 
Norcross are both discussing and researching polices to promote energy efficiency.   


As such, the following attachment includes the proposed “Lights Out/Power Down” policy for the 
City of Dunwoody. The text to the policy was based on both similar policies in surrounding 
jurisdictions as well as information from Clean Air – Cool Planet Organization, Audubon 
International, Climate Savers Initiative, Environmental Protection Agency, and Power Down for the 
Planet.    


This policy would affect City Hall and all other future City facilities. As this does not amend any 
current ordinance but functions as an operating policy, this policy would be read and voted on by 
Mayor and Council.  


The Sustainability Commission is reviewing this policy, which was drafted by staff, and supports the 
concept of turning off lights and powering down electronics as it would result in energy 
conservation.  Additionally, as many of the surrounding jurisdictions are also working on energy 
efficiency policies, this would give the City of Dunwoody an opportunity to expand its leadership by 
furthering the commitment to environmental, economic, and social stewardship. 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  RESOLUTION 2009-05-31 


WHEREAS, Resolution 2008-12-31 recognized environmental stewardship as one of the long 
term responsibilities of the citizens and businesses in Dunwoody; and 


A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE CITY OF DUNWOODY LIGHTS OFF / POWER 
DOWN POLICY 


WHEREAS,  Resolution 2008-12-31 chartered the Dunwoody Sustainability Commission to assist 
the City of Dunwoody with promoting measures to reduce the environmental 
footprint of the government through policies, practices, buildings, and fleets; and 


WHEREAS,  Energy efficiency in City buildings can be improved through building  management 
policies and education of employees to turn off all nonemergency lighting and 
electronics after hours; and 


WHEREAS, The attached Lights Off / Power Down policy would result in both cost savings and 
energy conservation; and 


WHEREAS, The City Council wishes to adopt the Lights Off / Power Down Policy as attached 
hereto to further its commitment to environmental, economic, and social 
stewardship; now 


 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Dunwoody, and it is hereby resolved by the authority of the City Council, that the City of 
Dunwoody Lights Out / Power Down Policy as attached hereto and incorporated herein, is hereby 
adopted.  


 SO RESOVLED AND EFFECTIVE this 26th


 


 day of May, 2009. 


    Approved: 


 


      


    Ken Wright, Mayor 


Attest: 


 


    


Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 
Seal 
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LIGHTS OFF / POWER DOWN POLICY 


I. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to state the City’s position regarding the use of electricity in our 
offices and City facilities. This document will clarify our policy to reduce energy consumption 
by ensuring that non-emergency lights and office equipment are turned off or powered down 
when not in use, as well as describe departmental relationships, responsibilities and 
participation in the Lights Out/Power Down Policy.   
 
Simple behavioral changes, such as turning off and powering down lights and equipment when 
not in use, have been shown to have a dramatic impact on electricity usage.  Thus, we are 
asking that Aall City departments and agencies shall implement the following Lights 
Out/Power Down Policy for all City facilities: 
 
Furthermore, this policy reinforces the City’s commitment to environmental, economic, and 
social stewardship.  By incorporating environmental considerations into public use of resources, 
the City of Dunwoody will positively impact human health and the environment, reduce costs 
and improve the environmental quality of the region.   
 


Purpose 


II. 
 


Scope 


The scope of this Lights Out/Power Down Policy covers City Hall and City Facilities without 
regard to the past method by which electricity has been or is customarily used.   
 
The City Hall staff and all City Facilities staff are subject to the provisions of this policy. The 
staff of outsourced municipal services vendors assigned to work solely at City of Dunwoody 
City offices and perform purchasing activities on behalf of the City of Dunwoody are not


III. 


 
exempt from the City’s adopted Purchasing PolicyLights Off/Power Down Policy. 
 


 
Definitions 


When used in this policy, the following words, terms and phrases, and their derivations, shall  
be the meaning ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning,  
 
A. AGENT means an official contracted or subcontracted person who is authorized to act 
on behalf of the City of Dunwoody and represent their interests. 


Comment [jt1]: Covered down in definition of 
Employee 
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B. CITY DIRECTOR OF SUSTAINABILITY means the Director of Sustainability or other 
employee or agent as designated in writing by the City Manager. 
 
C. EMPLOYEE means an individual drawing a salary or wage from the City whether on a 
full-time, part-time basis or contractual third-party. The term shall encompass all members of 
the Governing Authority without regard to whether or not such individual is compensated. 
 
D.  FREQUENTLY USED OFFICE EQUIPMENT means energy consuming office equipment 
that is used on a daily basis.  By way of example, this includes personal computers, printers, 
monitors, and copiers. 
 
E. GOVERNING AUTHORITY means the City entity responsible for the contract. 
 
F. OFFICIAL means any elected or appointed person who holds office or serves in a 
position of public capacity. 
 
G.  SELDOM USED OFFICE EQUIPMENT means office equipment that is not used on a 
daily basis.  By way of example, this includes paper shredders, pencil sharpeners, electric 
staplers, punch machines, and televisions. 
 
IV. 
 


Responsibility 


A. Director of Sustainability  
 
The City Council may appoint the City Manager, or said agent appointed by the City Manager, 
to serve as the Director of Sustainability for the City, or the Council may contract with an 
independent third party to serve as the Director of Sustainability (per City Charter, Section 
3.02). 
 
DUTIES: The Director of Sustainability shall have the following duties and powers in regards to 
the Lights Out / Power Down Policy: 


1. Work with all department heads to make certain that lights are turned off in 
any space—office, conference room, workroom, ect.—when the space is not 
being used.  In particular, ensure that all office and work area lights are 
turned off at night, weekends, and holidays.   


2. Work with all department heads to make certain that this practice, of turning 
off lights, is monitored and that staff is directed to turn off lights at the end of 
the work day.  
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3. Work with all department heads to make certain that power is shut down on 


personal computers, printers, monitors, copiers, and miscellaneous office 
equipment at the end of each work day.   


4. Work with all department heads to make certain that this practice, of shutting 
down frequently used office equipment, is monitored at that equipment is 
turned off on the weekends and holidays.  


5. Work with all department heads to make certain that seldom used equipment 
items such as paper shredders, pencil sharpeners, electric staplers, punch 
machines, and televisions, are not plugged in except when ready to use.  


6. Work with all department heads to use switch controlled power strips for 
seldom used equipment, left in the off position until ready to use, as an 
alternative to leaving seldom used equipment unplugged.  


7. Work with all department heads to discontinue operations of all interior 
decorative building lighting and discontinue use of any exterior lighting of 
buildings not needed for identification, safety or security purposes.  This 
excludes flag poles and monuments/memorials.  


8. Work with all department heads to encourage the utilization of natural light 
if work areas are located on the perimeter of a building with windows. 
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STATE OF GEORGIA 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 


OF ORDINANCES BY CHANGING THE MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS FOR 
CITY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 


 
WHEREAS,  the City of Dunwoody has heretofore adopted an ordinance for 


Administration, as set forth in Chapter 2 of the Code of the City of 
Dunwoody (the “Code”); and 


 
WHEREAS,  Article 5 (City Advisory Committees), Section 3 of Chapter 2 requires that 


any person appointed as a member to a City Advisory Committee must be a 
current resident of the City of Dunwoody; and 


 
WHEREAS,  the Mayor and City Council have determined that it may be appropriate to 


amend the ordinance to expand the membership requirements and 
knowledge of an Advisory Committee to allow certain non-residents of the 
City to serve on such Committees. 


 
THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  


 
Section 1:  Chapter 2, Administration, of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances, 
Article 5 (City Advisory Committees), Section 3 (Membership) is hereby amended as follows: 


 
Section 3: Membership  
 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) below, the Mayor shall establish 
qualifications for members of each Committee. Each committeeperson shall be 
nominated by the Mayor and approved by the Council.  
 
(b) Each Committee member must be either a resident of the City of Dunwoody or 
an owner or officer of a business domiciled in the City of Dunwoody. Should the 
Committee member move out of the City, or no longer be an owner or an officer of 
a business domiciled in the City of Dunwoody, he or she may remain active until the 
Mayor and Council appoint his or her replacement. 


 
Section 2:  This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia.  This 
Amendment hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF DUNWOODY  ORDINANCE 2009-05-31 
 


 
SO ORDAINED, this 26th day of May, 2009. 


 
        


Approved: 
 
 
       ________________________ 
       Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:      Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk    Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 








 
MEMORANDUM 


To: Mayor and City Council 


From: Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director 


Date: May 26, 2009 


 
Subject: Comprehensive Plan – Community Assessment & Participation Plan 


 
City staff and the consultant team present to Council the Community Assessment and Community 
Participation Plan.  These two documents are required by the State as the preliminary steps 
necessary to begin the public outreach and policy drafting of the Comprehensive Plan.  As required, 
this meeting is a public hearing and has been advertised as such. 
 
The Community Assessment is a data document that gives the existing conditions and statistics of 
the City.  The State requires that this step be a staff level effort created for the purpose of creative a 
“real world” framework to then begin public discussion of the future vision and goals.   
 
The Community Participation Plan is the document that outlines how we will conduct our public 
outreach. 
 
Staff recommends the Council approve the resolution to transmit the documents to the Atlanta 
Regional Commission and State offices. 


   CITY OF DUNWOODY 
   41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 250 
   Dunwoody, GA 30346 
   Phone: 678.382.6700 • Fax: 770.396.4828 
   www.dunwoodyga.gov 
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RESOLUTION TO TRANSMIT THE COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT AND                     
THE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PROGRAM OF THE COMPREHENSIVE 


PLAN OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY TO THE ATLANT REGIONALCOMMISSION 
AND THE STATE OF GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 


 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody was incorporated and created by Charter granted by the State 
of Georgia, effective December 1, 2008, after a positive referendum vote; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody is subject to the State of Georgia Planning Act of 1989 which 
calls for a certified Comprehensive Plan in order to obtain and maintain the status of a Qualified 
Local Government; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody, Georgia is a member of the Atlanta Regional Commission, an 
agency created to provide regional planning and intergovernmental coordination among certain 
county and city governments in the metropolitan area of Atlanta; and 
 
WHEREAS, during this transitional period, as a measure to plan for the future of the City,  the City 
adopted an “Interim  Comprehensive Plan,” based upon DeKalb County’s Comprehensive Plan, to 
be effective while the City completed its own Comprehensive Plan; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City has initiated a process to complete the Community Assessment, Community 
Participation Program, and the Community Agenda comprising the Comprehensive Plan within this 
transitional period; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to adopt a Comprehensive Plan meeting the requirements of law, and to 
obtain and maintain Qualified Local Government status at an Advanced Planning Level, the City of 
Dunwoody has prepared the Community Assessment and Community Participation Program 
documents, being labeled and described as the “City of Dunwoody Comprehensive Plan 2009-2030, 
Community Assessment” and the  “City of Dunwoody Comprehensive Plan 2009-2030, Community 
Participation Program”, has held the required Public Hearing, and now must transmit these 
documents to the Atlanta Regional Commission and the State of Georgia Department of 
Community Affairs for review in accordance with procedures prescribed by state law, with such 
documents being incorporated by reference; 
 
WHEREAS, these documents were prepared according to the Standards and Procedures for Local 
Comprehensive Planning established by the Georgia Planning Act of 1989, and the required public 
hearing was held on May 26, 2009;  
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
DUNWOODY hereby transmit the Community Assessment Plan and Community Participation 
Program Plan portion of the 2030-year Comprehensive Plan inclusive of any supplemental 
information requested by the Mayor and City Council during the subject Public Hearing, to the 
Atlanta Regional Commission and the Georgia Department of Community Affairs for official 
review as required by the rules governing the Planning Act of 1989.  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council for the City of 
Dunwoody that the resolution herein authorizes transmittal as prescribed effective this 26th


 
 
 
 
(Seal) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


  day of 
May 2009. 
 


       Approved for transmittal: 


 


       _________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
  
Attest: 


 


___________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 





		L2. Memo to Transmit Resolution To CA and CPP

		L2. Draft Comm Assess Transmittal Resolution






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


 


City of Dunwoody - P.O. Box 888074 - Dunwoody, GA 30356 
City Hall – 41 Perimeter Center East – Dunwoody, GA 30346 


P: 678-382-6800 - F: 770-396-4828 - www.dunwoodyga.gov 


Ken Wright – Mayor 
Denis Shortal – City Council Post 1 


Adrian Bonser – City Council Post 2 
Tom Taylor – City Council Post 3 


Robert Wittenstein – City Council Post 4 
Danny Ross – City Council Post 5 


John Heneghan – City Council Post 6 
 


Warren Hutmacher – City Manager 
Brian Anderson – City Attorney 


 


Action: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance  
 
Petitioner:    City of Dunwoody, Georgia 
 
Petitioner’s Request: A clean-up amendment to the entirety of the Zoning 


Ordinance to clarify the intent and procedures of the 
code language by revising various inconsistencies, 
mistitling and unclear passages.  


 
 


The city’s current Zoning Ordinance was formally adopted by the Mayor & City Council on 
December 18, 2009.  Since that time city staff has reviewed the text in detail and found instances of 
various inconsistencies, mistitling, and unclear language.  Staff’s proposal clarifies the intent and 
procedures of the code adopted in December without proposing policy changes. 


The majority of changes listed on the attached sheets modify the county staff titles of the 
department administering the code to Dunwoody city titles.  The majority of the other changes 
pertain to removing references to the noise ordinance, since there are already existing noise 
regulations within the City Code of Ordinances administered by the police department, and adding 
the R-A5 district back into the text. 


1. The portions of the code that refer to an applicant’s attendance at Board and/or 
Commission meetings should make attendance mandatory, rather than discretionary. 


Community Council 


At their regular April meeting, the Dunwoody Community Council discussed the proposal as 
presented by staff and voted unanimously in favor of adopting the amended language with two 
further recommendations: 


2. All instances that reference DeKalb County, or simply “county”, should be changed to 
reference the City of Dunwoody, or “city” as appropriate. 


Planning Commission 


Following the Community Council meeting, the proposal was presented to the Planning 
Commission at the first of two Public Hearings. Between the Community Council meeting on April 
9, 2009, and the Planning Commission meeting on May 12th, staff was informed that, without any 
known cause, the text of DeKalb County’s ordinance related to the “R-A5 (Single Family 
Residential) District” was omitted from the codification of the City of Dunwoody Zoning 
Ordinance, despite the fact that the city has within its limits districts zoned R-A5. For that reason, 
staff suggests that the omitted text, attached, be re-instated in the text of the Zoning Ordinance. 
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City Hall – 41 Perimeter Center East – Dunwoody, GA 30346 


P: 678-382-6800 - F: 770-396-4828 - www.dunwoodyga.gov 


Ken Wright – Mayor 
Denis Shortal – City Council Post 1 


Adrian Bonser – City Council Post 2 
Tom Taylor – City Council Post 3 


Robert Wittenstein – City Council Post 4 
Danny Ross – City Council Post 5 


John Heneghan – City Council Post 6 
 


Warren Hutmacher – City Manager 
Brian Anderson – City Attorney 


 


Following discussion of the items presented, the Commissioners discussed the matter, and chose to 
separate their motions and recommendations related to the clean-up amendment. The list of 
motions was as follows: 


a. Motion: Approve the amendment as presented, w/ recommendations to change all 
instances of the word “DeKalb County” or “county” in the current ordinance to “City of 
Dunwoody” or “city”, as appropriate. Motion carries 5-0. 


b. Motion: Further recommend that the zoning district R-A5 and its associated verbiage be re-
instated into the Zoning Ordinance. Motion carries 5-0. 


c. Motion: Staff redlines, consistent with text presented as an attachment in the staff report, 
approved as presented. Motion carries 5-0.  


d. Motion: add verbiage that makes an applicant’s attendance at Board of Zoning Appeals, 
Planning Commission and City Council meetings compulsory, not discretionary. Motion 
carries 3-2. 


The last item on the above list was a point of expanded discussion amongst the Commissioners 
simply because the premise was raised that non-attendance at a meeting where an item is slated for 
discussion is in itself a commentary on the part of the applicant seeking approval. Additionally, the 
Commission reached no accord on what the penalty would be for non-attendance at a meeting.  


Staff recommends approval of the text amendment, including the redlined and strike-thru text 
document attached, the additional verbiage related to the R-A5 residential district and changing all 
instances of county references to city references. Staff does not, however, support the 
recommendation to require attendance at Board or Commission meetings. Staff sees this as a policy 
shift, not simply a correction of a typographical error, which exceeds the original impetus of the text 
amendment. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 


OF ORDINANCES BY A TEXT AMENDMENT TO CLEAN-UP CERTAIN 
LANGUAGE, REINSTATE CERTAIN PROVISIONS, AND AMEND CERTAIN 


REQUIREMENTS 
 


WHEREAS,  The City of Dunwoody adopted the Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 
27 of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances, on December 18, 2008; 
and 


 
WHEREAS,  Since the adoption of the Zoning Ordinance in December, the City staff has 


reviewed the text in detail and located instances of various inconsistencies, 
mistitlings, unclear language, and removal of certain sections which should 
not have been removed; and 


 
WHEREAS,  The City desires to clarify the intent and procedures of the Zoning 


Ordinance, adopted in December, as well as remove all inconsistencies, 
without any major policy changes; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on May 26, 2009 during 


the First Read of this Ordinance and the Second Read of this Ordinance and 
adoption is being held on June 8, 2009.  


 
 THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  
 
 Section 1


1. Page viii – TOC, insert ‘R’ into Office-Commercial-Residential acronym: 


:  The City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 27 of the City Code of 
Ordinances, is hereby amended as follows: 
 


 
“Division 2W.  OCR (Office-Commercial-Residential) District” 


 
2. Page 2 – Sec. 1-4: “…2008 Ga. Laws 2008 pg. 3536, Act Approved March 25, 2008


 
Add reference to the Community Council to reflect their role in our decision making 
process. 
 
“(p)  To implement the authority, powers and duties of the 


, …” 


community council,


3. Page 6 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are to 
be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the 
Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


 planning 
commission and the zoning board of appeals pursuant to state and local law.” 
 


 
"A" weighted sound level means the sound level reported in units of dB(A) approximating the 
response of human hearing when measuring sounds of low to moderate intensity as 
measured using the "A" weighting network with a sound level meter meeting the standards 
set forth in ANSI S1.4-1983 or its successors. 
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4. Page 8 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are to 
be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the 
Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 
 
Boom box means any self-contained, portable, hand-held music or sound amplification or 
reproduction equipment capable of emitting sound.  


5. Page 10 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Boom car means any vehicle with loudspeakers, amplifiers, radio receiving sets, musical 
instruments, phonographs or other equipment capable of producing, reproducing or 
emitting sound which is cast upon the public streets for personal or commercial purposes. 
 


 


6. Page 11 – Sec. 1-17, Commercial district will be re-written for clarity, to reads as follows: 


"C" weighted sound level means the sound level reported in units of dB(C) as measured using 
the "C" weighting network with a sound level meter meeting the standards set forth in ANSI 
S1.4-1983 or its successors. 
 


 
Commercial district means any parcel of land which is zoned for any commercial use including 
regional commercial centers, neighborhood and community oriented stores, shopping 
centers and other developed centers where commercial land uses predominate.  Such 
districts would include O-I, O-I-T, C-2, O-D, NS, C-1 and any property zoned OCR 
excluding property used for residential use 


7. Page 12 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


and any exclusively non-residential portion(s) of 
any parcel(s) zoned OCR. 
 


 
Complainant means any person who has registered a noise complaint with an authorized 
enforcement agency that he or she is the recipient of noise on a protected property category.  
A complainant must have an interest in the protected property as an owner, tenant, or 
employee.  


8. Page 13 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Continuous sound means any sound with duration of more than one (1) second, as measured 
with a sound level meter set to the "slow" meter response. 
 


 


9. Density needs to be expnded to include non-residential applications. The new definition shall 
read as follows: 


Decibel (dB) means the unit for the measurement of sound pressure based upon a reference 
pressure of twenty (20) micropascals (zero decibels), i.e., the average threshold of hearing for 
a person with very good hearing.  
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Density means the number of dwelling units per acre of land, or, in the case of non-residential 
applications, it is the gross floor area per acre of land


10. Page 14 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


. 
 


 


11. Page 15 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Extraneous sound means a sound of high intensity and relatively short duration which is 
neither part of the neighborhood residual sound, nor comes from the sound source under 
investigation.  
 


 


12. Page 17 – Sec. 1-17, High rise apartment development should read as follows: 


Frequency means the time rate of repetition of sound waves in cycles per second, reported as 
Hertz (Hz), also referred to as "pitch."  
 


 
High-rise apartment development means a building or buildings with a minimum of three stories 
containing multifamily dwelling units and developed in accordance with the provisions of to 
this Chapter. 
 
All references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are to be removed from 
the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the Police Department 
and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 
 
Impulsive sound means either a single pressure peak or a single burst (multiple pressure peaks) 
that has a duration of less than one (1) second characterized with an abrupt onset and rapid 
decay. 


13. Page 21 Sec. 1-17– the definition for “Lot width” has a typo and should read: 


INCE means Institute of Noise Control Engineering.  
 


 
Lot width means the horizontal distance between the side lines of a lot measured at right 
angles to its depth along a straight line parallel to the street.  
Additionally, references to DeKalb County need to be updated to refer to the City of 
Dunwoody. To that end, “Major thoroughfare” should be revised to read as follows: 
 
Major thoroughfare means a street, road or highway shown as a major thoroughfare in the 
DeKalb County City of Dunwoody


14. Page 22 – Sec. 1-17 – the definition for “Mobile Home Park” has a typo and should read: 


 Transportation and Thoroughfare Plan.  
 


 
“Mobile home park means a parcel of land which has been planned and improved pursuant to 
the requirement(s) of to this Chapter and the Dunwoody City Code for the placement of 
mobile homes for non-transient use.”  
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15. Page 23 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 
 
Muffler means a sound-dissipative device or system for lessening the sound of the exhaust of 
an internal combustion machine where such a device is part of the normal configuration of 
the equipment.  


16. Page 24 - Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Neighborhood residual sound level means that measured value that represents the summation of 
the sound from all of the discrete sources affecting a given site at a given time, exclusive of 
extraneous sounds, and those from the source under investigation.  Neighborhood residual 
sound level is synonymous with background sound level.  Neighborhood residual sounds are 
differentiated from extraneous sounds by the fact that the former are not of a relatively short 
duration, although they are not necessarily continuous.  
 


 
Noise control officer means a City employee or agent who has received noise enforcement 
training and is currently certified in noise enforcement. 
 


17. Page 26 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Noise sensitive facility means any facility whose operations may be detrimentally impacted by 
excessive sound levels.  Such facilities include but are not limited to schools, hospitals, and 
places of worship.  
 


 


18. Page 29 – Sec. 1-17, the Secretary position of all City Boards falls under the responsibility of 
the Community Development Director, not the City Manager. 


Plainly audible means any sound that can be detected by a person using his or her unaided 
hearing faculties. 
 


 
Secretary means the City Manager Community Development Director or his/her designee 
who shall serve as secretary to the Community Council,


19. Page 30 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


 planning commission and as 
secretary to the zoning board of appeals. 
 


 


20. Page 31 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Sound level meter means an instrument that conforms to ANSI S1.4-1983 or its successors.  
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21. Page 33 – Sec. 1-17, all references to the Noise Ordinance and its associated definitions are 
to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of 
the Police Department and they have their own codes to address noise violations: 


Steady tonal quality means sound emissions comprised of a single frequency or a narrow 
cluster of frequencies, which may be referred to as a whine, hum or buzz, with measured 
sound levels not fluctuating by more than plus or minus three (3) dB(A). 
 


 


22. Page 34 – Sec. 1-17, the authority to grant approvals for walls and their materials falls under 
the responsibility of the Community Development Director or designee, not the City 
Manager. 


Total sound level means that measured level which represents the summation of the sounds 
from the sound source under investigation and the neighborhood residual sounds which 
affect a given place at a given time, exclusive of extraneous sound sources.  
 


 
Wall means a solid retaining or security barrier constructed of materials including brick, 
stone, concrete, concrete block, ceramic tile or other aggregate materials and other such 
materials as may be approved by the City Manager Community Development Director


23. Page 37 – Sec. 1-24: maps are maintained in the office of the Community Development 
Director, not the office of the City Manager. 


 or 
his/her designee. 
 


 
“The boundaries of the various land use districts are shown upon the maps that constitute 
the land use element of the comprehensive plan and are made a part of this Chapter and 
shall be maintained by the City Manager Community Development Director


24. Page 44 – Sec. 2A-12 (and every other instance throughout the document, i.e. 2B-12, 2C-12, 
2D-12, etc.): all occurrences of “Noise Limitations” will be removed from the Zoning 
Ordinance. Noise ordinances and laws are the purview of the Police Department and they 
have their own codes to address noise violations: 


 or his/her 
designee at the direction of the City Council.   
 


 
Sec. 2A-12.  Noise Limitations. 


25. Page 67 – Sec. 2G-7 the first sentence shall read R-A8, not RA-8: 


All uses authorized and permitted within this district shall operate in compliance with the 
noise limitation requirements contained in Section 4-30 of this Chapter. 
 


 
“Where a lot in the RA-8 R-A8


26. Page 84 – Sec. 2K-7: 


 (Single-family Residential) District is used for attached 
single-family dwellings and adjoins the boundary of any property which is zoned R (Single-
family Residential) District, except single-family attached developments, a transitional buffer 
zone not less than twenty (20) feet in width shall be provided and maintained in a natural 
state…” 
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“Spacing between multiple buildings within an RM-150 district is subject to the requirements 
of Section 27-788 Section 4-55


27. Page 93 – Sec. 2M-5(b)(1): 


.” 
 


 
(1) Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service (Section 4-


35) (Section 4-38)
 


. 


28. Page 99 – Section 2N-5 “Special Permits” (and all other similar sections): 
 
(a) Special administrative permit from director of public works 


 


community development director or his/her 
designee(s). 


29. Page 103 – Section 2P-2(a) “To provide for the development of multifamily neighborhoods 
within the county 


 
city…” 


30. Page 108 – “Sec. 212Q
 


-2.  Statement of Purpose and Intent.” 


31. Page 126 – Section 2S-16 “director of planning” should read “director of community 
development and/or his/her assigns”. 
 
“The director of planning community development director or his/her designee(s) shall, 
after final approval of any development plan for NCD,…” 
 
Also, “Clerk of Superior Court of City of Dunwoody” should read “Clerk of Superior Court 
of DeKalb County”, because plats are recorded at the county level, not with the city. 
 
“…record said final plat with the Clerk of Superior Court of City of Dunwoody DeKalb 
County


32. Page 138 – Section 2V-5: “Section 47-47” should read “Section 4-47”. 


.” 
 


 
“1. Telecommunications tower and antenna, subject to requirements of Section 47-47 4-
47


33. Page 158 – Section 2Y-11: “Section 4-20” should read “Section 4-21”. 


.” 
 


 
“See Section 4-20 4-21


34. Page 164 – Section 2Z-9(a): Add the missing reference to “see section 4-2”. 


, Landscaping requirements for parking lots.” 
 


 
“(a) Adult entertainment establishments and adult service facilities:  One (1) parking space for each 
seventy-five (75) square feet of floor area in the building. (See Section 4-2, Adult 
entertainment establishments)


35. Page 176 – Section 2BB-5(a)(1): “Section -47” should read “Section 4-47”. 


.” 
 


 
“(1) Telecommunications tower or antenna, subject to requirements of Section 4-47.” 
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36. Page 190 – Section 2CC-14(b)(2): should not read “Section 2-X”, it should instead read 
“Neighborhood Shopping District”. Section 2X in this document could change in the future, 
and possibly no longer refer to the NS district. 
 
“(2) Commercial and office uses authorized in Section 2-X the NS


37. Page 203 – Section 3B-1(c): To maintain and enhance natural land features which are 
environmentally significant or which constitute a natural resource of importance to the 


 (Neighborhood 
Shopping) District.” 


 


county city at large,; 


 


including especially Arabia Mountain and the valleys, ridges and areas of 
significant views surrounding said mountain; 


38. Page 204 – Section 3C-3: “Chapter 1 of the Code of Ordinances” should instead read 
“Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances”, and thereby incorporate it into the Zoning 
Ordinance. 
 
“…to this Chapter which amendment shall be incorporated herein and made a part of this 
Chapter 1 27


39. Page 207 – Section 3D-6(d)(7): Primary windows shall be at least twenty-four (24) inches 
wide and at least thirty-six (36) inches tall. Picture windows shall be no wider than five (5) 


 of the Code of Ordinance.” 
 


inches feet
 


 and no taller than seven and one half (7 1/2) feet. 


40. Page 216 – Section 4-2(c)(2): “…A “substantial business activity” exits exists


 


 where the 
commercial establishment meets any one or more of the following criteria:…” 


41. Page 226 – Section 4-16(a): “director of planning” should read “community development 
director”. 
 
“Art shows, carnival rides and similar events of community interest may be approved by the 
Director of Planning Community Development Director or his/her designee


42. Page 235 – Section 4-30: The “Noise ordinance” in its entirety shall be deleted. From this 
point forward noise violations will be the responsibility of the Police department. 


 by special 
administrative permit,…” 
 


 
43. Page 247 – Section 4-39(e): “relative residence permit” should be approved by the 


Community Development Director and not the Public Works Director. 
 
“…Permits for the second kitchen facility shall not be issued until such time as the real 
property owner has applied to and received from the director of public works community 
development director or his/her designee


44. Page 254 – Section 4-48, Temporary Buildings: Replace text that references the Director of 
Planning with the title Community Development Director. 


 a relative residence permit.”   
 


 
“Such time period may be extended upon approval by the Director of Planning Community 
Development Director or his/her designee.  Such temporary buildings shall be sited and 
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permitted in any district upon approval of the Director of Planning Community 
Development Director or his/her designee.” 
 
Section 4-49: “Temporary Outdoor Sales of Merchandise” should be approved by the 
Community Development Director and not the Public Works Director. 
 
“Temporary outdoor sales of merchandise, including flea markets, may be authorized upon 
approval of a special administrative permit by the director of public works community 
development director


45. Page 262 – Section 4-61.3: “Conservation Subdivision regulations--Purpose and Intent.” 


 in the C-1, C-2 and M districts…” 
 


 
Remove references to the Planning Commission in the sketch plat process, in accordance 
with the newest revised subdivision regulations. 
 


46. Page 270 – add Section 5A-4, Community Council Established; Membership; Terms. 
This new section is created to fill in the section currently reserved, and will allow for the 
establishment and practice of the Community Council. The text shall read as follows: 
 
(a) 


 


There is hereby established a City of Dunwoody Community Council consisting of 
seven (7) members, whose qualifications and guidelines shall be dictated by 
Chapter 2 (“Administration”) of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances.  If a 
provision of Chapter 2 of the City Code is in conflict with any portion of the City 
of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance as it pertains to the Planning Commission, 
Chapter 2 of the City Code shall control. 


(b) 


 


“Following the monthly closing date for the introduction or filing of an application 
to amend the official zoning maps, the text of this chapter, or the comprehensive 
plan land use maps, a copy of all such proposed amendments shall be made 
available by the community development director or the director's designee to the 
Dunwoody community council for consideration. Applicants are encouraged to be 
present at the community council meetings to present their applications. 
Community council may consider such ordinances and applications in relation to 
the applicable standards and criteria contained in this chapter, and may 
communicate their recommendation in a timely fashion to the secretary of the 
planning commission prior to said commission's public hearing on said ordinance 
or application. The failure of any community council to timely comply with the 
provisions of this subsection shall not constitute grounds for deferral or denial of 
any proposed amendment either by the planning commission or the mayor & city 
council.” 


47. Page 287 – Section 5D-1 and others: all references to the “Board of Zoning Appeals”, will 
be switched to “Zoning Board of Appeals


 


” for the sake of consistency throughout the 
document. 


48. All references in the document to either the Planning Director and/or the Director of 
Planning will be changed to Community Development Director. 
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49. Add R-A5 zoning district to Article II, in entirety as follows: 


 


DIVISION 2F(1): R-A5 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) DISTRICT 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-1.  Scope of provisions. 
The provisions contained within this section are the regulations of the R-A5 (Single-family 
Residential) District. 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-2.  Statement of purpose and intent. 
The purpose and intent of the board of commissioners in establishing the R-A5 (Single-family 
Residential) District is as follows: 


(a)   To provide for the protection of neighborhoods within the county where lots have an 
average area of no less than eight thousand (8,000) square feet; individual lots must have a 
minimum of six thousand (6,000) square feet; 
(b)   To provide for infill development in neighborhoods having an average density of five 
(5) units per acre in a manner compatible with existing development; 
(c)   To assure that the uses and structures authorized in the R-A5 (Single-family Residential) 
District are those uses and structures designed to serve the housing, recreational, 
educational, religious, and social needs of the neighborhood. 


 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-3.  Principal uses and structures. 
The following principal uses of land and structures shall be authorized in the R-A5 (Single-
family Residential) District: 


(a)   Attached single-family dwelling. 
(b)   Detached single-family dwelling. 
(c)   Personal care home, family. 
(d)   Personal care home, registered. 


 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-4.  Accessory uses, buildings and structures. 
Accessory uses, buildings and structures shall be located within the rear yard. Accessory 
buildings and structures shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in height or the height of the principal 
structure, whichever is less, and shall comply with the requirements of section 4-1. The 
following accessory uses of land and buildings and structures shall be authorized in the R-A5 
(Single-family Residential) District: 


(a)   Accessory uses and buildings and structures incidental to any authorized principal use, 
including the following and similar uses: 


(1)   Garages for parking of automobiles. 
(2)   Storage buildings. 
(3)   Swimming pools. 
(4)   Tennis courts and other play and recreation areas. 


(b)   Signs in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and Chapter 21. 
 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-5.  Special permits. 
The following uses and structures shall be authorized only by permits of the type indicated: 


(a)   Special administrative permit from director of public works:     
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(1)   Home occupation involving no customer contact and no employee other than a 
person residing on the premises. 


(b)   Special exception permit from the zoning board of appeals:     
(1)   Utility structure necessary for the transmission or distribution of service. 


(c)   Special land use permit from board of commissioners:     
(1)   Adult day care facility. 
(2)   Amateur radio service antenna exceeding seventy (70) feet. 
(3)   Cemetery, columbarium, or mausoleum. 
(4)   Child day care facility. 
(5)   Convent or monastery. 
(6)   Home occupation involving any customer contact. 
(7)   Home stay bed and breakfast residence. 
(8)   Neighborhood recreation club. 
(9)   Place of worship. 
(10)   Private elementary, middle and high school. 


 
Sec. 2F(1)-6.  Lot width; lot area; setbacks. 
The following requirements shall apply to all lots and structures in the R-A5 (Single-family 
Residential) District: 


(a)   Lot width:     
(1)   Single-family detached dwellings:  Sixty (60) feet of frontage as measured along the public 
street frontage, except that lots fronting on the cul-de-sac of a street shall have at least 
thirty-five (35) feet of frontage as measured along the public street and shall have at least 
sixty (60) feet of frontage as measured at the required front yard building setback line.   
(2)   Single-family attached dwellings:  One hundred (100) feet of frontage as measured along 
the public street.   


(b)   Minimum lot area, detached single-family dwellings:  Six thousand (6,000) square feet.   
(c)   Maximum density for attached or detached single-family dwellings:  Five (5) dwelling units per 
acre.   
(d)   Minimum setback requirements:     


(1)   Front yard setback:  Five (5) feet, except that where a garage door faces the street, the 
facade of said garage shall be set back no less than twenty (20) feet from back of curb, or 
where sidewalk is required, the facade of said garage shall be set back no less than twenty 
(20) feet from back of sidewalk.   
(2)   Interior side yard setbacks  are as follows:   


(A)   Single-family detached dwellings:  Seven and one-half (7 1/2) feet.   
(B)   Single-family attached dwellings:  Fifteen (15) feet.   
(3)   Side yard along side street side on corner lot:  Fifteen (15) feet.   


(4)   Rear yard:  Thirty (30) feet.   
 
Sec. 2F(1)-7.  Transitional buffer zone requirement. 
Where a lot in the RA-5 (Single-family Residential) District is used for attached single-family 
dwellings and adjoins the boundary of any property which is zoned R (Single-family Residential) 
District, except single-family attached developments, a transitional buffer zone not less than 
twenty (20) feet in width shall be provided and maintained in a natural state. Said transitional 
buffer zone shall not be paved and shall not be used for parking, loading, storage or any other 
use, except where necessary to grade or modify a portion of the transitional buffer zone for the 
installation of utilities necessitated by the development. Water detention ponds shall not be 
located within transitional buffer zones. No trees, other than dead or diseased trees, shall be 
removed from said transitional buffer zone, but additional trees and plant material may be added 
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to the transitional buffer zone. In addition, a screening fence not less than six (6) feet in height 
shall be erected and maintained either along the property line or within the transitional buffer 
zone separating the use from the adjoining single-family residential. 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-8.  Height of buildings and structures. 
No building or structure shall exceed a height of thirty-five (35) feet. 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-9.  Floor area of dwelling. 
The floor area of each dwelling shall be no less than one thousand four hundred (1,400) square 
feet. 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-10.  Lot coverage. 
The lot coverage of each lot shall not exceed fifty (50) percent. 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-11.  Off-street parking requirement. 
Off-street parking requirements for uses and structures authorized and permitted in the R-A5 
(Single-family Residential) District are as follows: 


(a)   Attached single-family dwelling:     
(1)   Less than one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet of floor area:  Two (2) spaces.   
(2)   One thousand six hundred (1,600) through one thousand nine hundred ninety-nine (1,999) square 
feet of floor area:  Three (3) spaces.   
(3)   Two thousand (2,000) square feet or greater:  Four (4) spaces.   


(b)   Detached single-family dwelling:  Four (4) spaces.   
(c)   Personal care home, family:  Four (4) spaces.   
(d)   Personal care home, registered:  Four (4) spaces.   
(e)   Adult day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(f)   Child day care facility:  Four (4) spaces.   
(g)   Convent or monastery:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area 
within the principal structure.   
(h)   Neighborhood recreation club:  One (1) space for each five (5) club members but in no case 
less than ten (10) spaces.   
(i)   Place of worship:  One (1) space for each three (3) seats in the largest assembly room used 
for public worship, or, where fixed seats are not utilized, one (1) space for each twenty-five 
(25) square feet of floor space in the largest assembly room used for public worship.   
(j)   Private elementary, middle and high school:     


(1)   Elementary and middle school:  Two (2) spaces for each classroom.   
(2)   High school:  Five (5) spaces for each classroom.   


(k)   Other uses:  One (1) space for each two hundred (200) square feet of floor area within the 
principal structure.   


 
Sec. 2F(1)-12.  Landscaping requirement. 
Each lot shall provide and shall maintain trees and plant material as is required in Chapter 14. 
 
Sec. 2F(1)-13.  Public streets required. 
All streets upon which detached single-family homes are constructed in the RA-5 district shall be 
public streets. 


 
Section 2:  This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia.  This 
Amendment hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 
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SO ORDAINED, this 26th day of May, 2009. 
 
        Approved: 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:       Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk     Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 
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		Petitioner’s Request: A clean-up amendment to the entirety of the Zoning Ordinance to clarify the intent and procedures of the code language by revising various inconsistencies, mistitling and unclear passages.
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Action: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance  
 
Petitioner:    City of Dunwoody, Georgia 
 
Petitioner’s Request: An amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to revise the 


text of §3C, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District.  
 
 
At the direction of the Mayor and City Council, there was formed a task force in the City of 
Dunwoody to review, revise and modernize the standards found in the Dunwoody Zoning 
Ordinance related to the Dunwoody Village Overlay District, found in section 3C. The result of that 
work performed by the overlay task force, in conjunction with meetings and agreements with city 
staff, is presented here for your review. 


Be advised that no changes to the signage requirements in the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
were made nor addressed; only the aesthetic design qualities of the area were examined as a part of 
this committee review. 


1. Change the word ‘Counsel’ in the Statement of purpose and intent to read ‘Council’. 


Community Council 


At their regular April meeting, the Community Council voted 5-0 to approve the text amendment, 
as well as the following additional recommendations: 


2. Change letter (c) of the Statement of purpose and intent to read: “To strengthen the 
identity of the Dunwoody Village commercial core as the heart of the Dunwoody 
District 1


3. In the District Boundaries section, remove the Roman numeral ‘X’, thereby 
incorporating the text into the Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 27 of the City Code). 


 neighborhood. 


4. Remove “(d) Sequence” it its entirety from the ‘Design Review’ section. 


The first point mentioned was to remove the changes noted in item 2 above, as it was agreed that 
the Dunwoody Village can be recognized as the heart of all of the City of Dunwoody. The next item 
causing debate was first the idea that adhering to the Community Council’s recommendation 
number 4 above, would remove the Dunwoody Home Owner’s Association from the review 


Planning Commission 


The Planning Commission at this item’s first Public Hearing held in May, again took up the issue 
and had more discussion centered around not only the text of the proposed amendment but the 
Community Council recommendations and staff’s recommendation as well. 
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process for new projects in the Dunwoody Village Overlay district. It was explained to the 
Commission that this point was agreed upon by the Community Council after recommended to 
them on the specific advice from staff. It is the position of staff that it is inappropriate to empower a 
non-governmental organization (NGO) by specific reference in any official rule, code, law or 
ordinance for a number of reasons. Causing an applicant to appear before an NGO for approval, 
denial, or simply a tertiary review ending in recommendation is an inappropriate delegation of staff 
duties and functions. Staff believes there is no cause for an outside entity to “…review [an] 
application for Zoning, and suitability for the community and location contemplated…” in the 
official municipal process of land development. Further, to couch the requirement that an applicant 
present themselves and their application for a non-binding and amicable review by an NGO in and 
of itself still empowers that reviewing authority, whether the product of that review is binding or 
not. Finally, the text makes no delineation for projects permitted by right to be constructed without 
review, thereby creating an indirect Conditional Use permit process for each and every project 
considered for construction. 


In a larger context, the very idea of the Design Review Committee was discussed. Staff very much 
supports the idea of a Design Review Committee for the implementation of Dunwoody Village 
Overlay District design guidelines, but not as it has been presented to you in this amendment. To 
begin, a committee charged with oversight should have the ability to review and approve a range of 
architectural treatments according to a set of wide-ranging guidelines which allow for that broad 
interpretation; this document presented as written is a shall or shall not ordinance. Meaning there is 
no room for leniency on the part of any review board; the review of submitted plans is an analytic 
exercise where the application either meets the code or does not. Further, requiring an applicant to 
endure a review to build a project which is in all aspects code compliant removes the idea that the 
project is permitted by right; in effect, each and every application is conditional and subject to 
review against a set of standards not published and available to all persons who seek the 
information. 


The plan of action that staff would like to implement is to create the Design Review Committee as 
an appellate review board that could grant permission for an applicant to construct his/her project 
in the event that some aspect(s) of their design do not meet the letter of the code. Individuals 
trained in the practice of design and construction could review the proposal for its architectural 
appropriateness in the context of the site’s location in the Village. This idea makes the development 
process fair for all parties involved: the citizens of Dunwoody get to establish the baseline criteria of 
what they’re willing to accept in their city, and developers are permitted to build projects deemed 
permissible by right, or in the instance they can’t do that, there is an appellate process adjudicated by 
professionals to grant leniency when necessary. 


Ultimately, the Planning Commission supported the work of the Dunwoody Village Overlay 
District, and recommended approval of the updated text amendment, with the following 
conditions: 
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1. Further investigation needs to occur to implement parking incentives for area businesses 
that incorporate parking reserved exclusively for the use of motorcycles and scooters on 
their property. 


2. In the section dealing with height and architectural variances, the text reading ‘5 stories’ 
should specifically reference that those 5 stories are above grade


3. Add the section about the DHA back into the Design Review Committee text. 


 stories, not total 
building height. 


4. Remove the District 1 verbiage, added by the Community Council, from the opening 
paragraph. 


 


Overall staff supports the proposed text amendment in its ability to modernize design criteria and 
construction standards. Significant points of concern revolve around (1) empowering a non-
governmental organization with staff review items, (2) utilizing a design review committee in the 
absence of guidelines that permit lawful and fair review, and additionally staff would like to suggest 
(3) that the list of street trees permitted to be used more closely resemble those native, non-invasive, 
species with a columnar, upright and/or conical habit noted on the University of Georgia’s 
Cooperative Extension Agency’s latest edition of “Native Plants for Georgia”. 
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 


OF ORDINANCES BY A TEXT AMENDMENT TO THE DUNWOODY VILLAGE 
OVERLAY DISTRICT 


 
WHEREAS,  The City of Dunwoody adopted the Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 


27 of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances, on December 18, 2008; 
and 


 
WHEREAS,  A task force was formed to review, revise and modernize the standards in 


Chapter 27 related to the Dunwoody Village Overlay District, being Article 
3C of the City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance; and 


 
WHEREAS,  Pursuant to the recommendations of the task force, the Community Council 


and Planning Commission of the City of Dunwoody approved certain 
changes to the text of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District Regulations, 
with the exception of signage requirements in Section 3C-13, which were left 
undisturbed; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on May 26, 2009 during 


the First Read of this Ordinance and the Second Read of this Ordinance and 
adoption is being held on June 8, 2009.  


 
THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  


 
Section 1


DIVISION 3C:  DUNWOODY VILLAGE OVERLAY DISTRICT 


:  The City of Dunwoody Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 27 of the City Code of 
Ordinances, is hereby amended by removing Article 3, Division 3C (Dunwoody Village 
Overlay District) in its entirety and replacing as follows: 


 


 
3C-1:  Applicability of Regulations
This Division establishes standards and procedures that apply to any development, 
use, alteration, structure, or natural growth on any lot or portion thereof which is in 
whole or in part contained within the boundaries of the Dunwoody Village Overlay 
District.  


.  


 


The purpose and intent of the Dunwoody City Council is to reaffirm the 
Dunwoody Village Overlay District is as follows:  
 


3C-2:  Statement of purpose and intent.  


(a)     To implement the policies and objectives of the City of Dunwoody 
Comprehensive Plan 2008-2028 and the policies and objectives of the Dunwoody 
Village Commercial Core Design Guidelines;  
 
(b)     To ensure that new developments and additions to existing buildings are 
compatible with the pre-1900 Mid Atlantic American Colonial Architecture that is 
characteristic of the district;  
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(c)     To strengthen the identity of the Dunwoody commercial core as the heart of 
the Dunwoody neighborhood;  
 
(d)     To create new opportunities for public open spaces and gathering spaces in 
the commercial core of Dunwoody;  
 
(e)     To assure that new developments within the commercial core are pedestrian-
friendly, provide places for civic activities and encourage pedestrian gathering and 
strolling;   
 
(f)  To improve the visual appearance resulting in increased property values, and 
reduce vacancy rates within the Dunwoody Village Overlay District Area. 
  
(g)  To enhance and soften the environment by striving to increase the quantity 
and quality of landscaping associated with new and existing development,  reduce 
the amount of paved surfaces associated with public and private spaces and make 
the entire community more attractive and pedestrian friendly. 
  


The boundaries of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District shall be established by a 
zoning map amendment adopted by the City Council pursuant to this chapter which 
amendment shall be incorporated herein and made a part of this Chapter X of the 
Code of Ordinance. 


3C-3:  District boundaries.  


 


The principal uses of land and structures which are allowed in the Dunwoody 
Village Overlay District are as provided by the applicable zoning district, subject to 
the limitations and standards contained within this division.  


3C-4:  Principal uses and principal structures.  


 


The accessory uses of land and structures which are allowed in the Dunwoody 
Village Overlay District are as provided by the applicable zoning district, subject to 
the limitations and standards contained within this division.  
 


3C-5:  Accessory uses and accessory structures.  


The following architectural regulations shall apply to all uses and structures, within 
the Dunwoody Village Overlay District:  
 
(a)  Exterior materials. The exterior portions of any building that are within the 
Overlay District shall comply with the following requirements:  
(1)   Exterior cladding material shall consist of stone, earth tone brick, which is the 
preferred material, or white/cream painted horizontal lap siding. Lap siding shall be 
wood or a material that exhibits wood-like properties such as cementatous lap 
siding. Where lap siding is used, the base of the structure must have brick or stone 
cladding from the grade to the first floor elevation.  Vertical siding, stucco, external 
insulating finishing system ("EIFS"), metal siding, metal trim, vinyl siding, vinyl 
trim, marble siding, marble trim, exposed concrete, and block are prohibited.    
 


3C-6:  Architectural regulations.  


(2)   Siding material shall be consistent and uniform on all exterior elevations. Siding 
material shall be predominantly brick, stone or lap siding. Buildings with masonry 
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on the front face only are prohibited.  Buildings with first floor masonry and second 
floor lap siding are prohibited.  
 
(3)  All exposed bricks shall be approximately eight (8) inches wide by three (3) 
inches deep by two and two-thirds (2-2/3) inches high and shall be laid in a running 
bond.  Flemish Bond is acceptable. Engineer size brick is acceptable.  All joints shall 
be tooled with grapevine joint, and mortar will be buff or ochre.  Stone veneers 
must have Ochre tooled mortar joint.  
 
(4)  When lap siding is used, the maximum allowable exposure on lap siding is eight 
(8) inches.  
 
(5)  The roofing material shall be constructed of asphalt (fiberglass) shingles, slate or 
cedar shake.  Roofs shall be black, a dark shade of gray or weathered wood color. 
All asphalt (fiberglass) shingles shall be dimensional.  Standing seam copper or 
bronze color metal roofs are permitted only as accents on porches or dormers.   
 
(6)   Applied trim materials, cornice and window casings shall consist of painted 
wood or other painted materials that exhibit wood-like properties. Metal, vinyl, 
stucco, block stone and concrete are prohibited, provided however that wrought 
iron handrails are permitted. Non-masonry trim colors shall be equal to colors 
available in Martin Senour Williamsburg Paint chart.  
 
(7)   Exposed portions of the foundation shall be covered in masonry veneer.   
Exposed block, stucco and concrete are prohibited.  
 
(b)     Roofs. The roof of any building that is visible from the public right of way 
shall comply with the following requirements:  
 
(1)   Gabled roofs, hipped roofs, or combinations thereof are permitted. Flat roofs 
or shed roofs are prohibited.  
 
(2)   Roof material shall comply with section above. 
 
(3)   Roof overhangs shall be at least eight (8) inches but not greater than twelve 
(12) inches.  Gabled ends may have either an overhang or a flush rake. 
 
(4)   Eave lines shall be consistent, largely unbroken, and horizontal. All eaves shall 
be architecturally detailed with one or more of the following elements: dental 
molding, crown molding, built-up fascia, or frieze board. The total width of 
fascias/cornices and rake trim shall be no less than nine and one-quarter (9-1/4) 
inches.  
 
(5)   Roofs shall contain at least one roof projection for every seventy-five (75) lineal 
feet of building frontage.  Roof projections may include cupolas, dormers, 
balustrade walks, chimneys, or gables.  
 
(c)     Massing. The massing of all buildings shall comply with the following 
requirements:  
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(1)   Any building that is longer than seventy-five (75) feet shall be designed so as to 
appear as multiple structures through the use of varied roof forms, building 
projections, or architectural details.  
 
(2)   The apparent exterior floor-to-floor height of each story of a building shall be 
limited to twelve (12) feet. Individual floors shall be delineated on the building 
facade through the use of window placement and horizontal details.  
 
(3)   Buildings shall have at least one building projection on the front facade below 
the eave line. Building projections consist of stoops, bay windows, covered porches, 
extruded entrances, and pedestrian arcades.  
 
(4)   Building height is limited to thirty-five (35) feet when measured from the first 
floor (street elevation floor) elevation to the peak of the highest ridge line.  Cupolas 
or widow’s walk are not considered roof and are not included in the height 
measurement. 
 
(5)   Primary building walls shall be rectilinear and simplified in form. With the 
exception of bay projections, curved walls or non-ninety-degree corners are 
prohibited.  
 
(6)   Buildings that are longer than one hundred (100) feet shall provide no less than 
ten lineal feet of pedestrian arcade or covered porch.  
 
(7)   Porches shall be not less than eight (8) feet in any direction. Metal columns are 
prohibited. Columns shall contain a base and a capital, and shall generally align with 
story heights. Two-story columns are prohibited.  All exterior columns will be 
traditional in style. 
 
(d)    Fenestration. The fenestration of all buildings visible from the public right of 
way shall comply with the following requirements:  
 
(1)   Doors shall be compatible with pre 1900 Mid Atlantic American Colonial 
Architecture style. All-glass doors and flush doors are prohibited. Solid doors shall 
be six-panel and can have sidelights or a transom sashes. Windowed doors shall 
contain a solid border a minimum of six (6) inches wide panels and include mullions 
or divided lights not exceeding twelve (12) inches in any direction.  Mullions shall 
be 11


/4


(4)   All windows shall be vertically proportioned standard sizes with minimum 
width of 2’4” and minimum height of 5’6” high.  Transom windows are not subject 
to vertical proportions and do not count in the overall window proportion. Vertical 


” in size.  French, three quarter glass or 9 light doors are acceptable if they 
meet the former restrictions. 
 
(2)   Individual doors shall be of a single color and shall be equal to or similar to 
colors available in Martin Senour Williamsburg Paint chart.  Dark stained doors are 
permitted if shade is equal to or darker than Minwax special walnut.  
 
(3)   Primary doors shall not exceed forty-two (42) inches in width and ninety-six 
(96) inches in height. Larger doors are prohibited.  
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windows may be grouped to create storefront windows but shall be limited to 
fifteen (15) foot sections with a minimum of four (4) inch mulls.  Group windows 
shall be separated by at least five (5) feet of unbroken wall space. 
 
(5)   Slit windows, strip windows, and ribbon windows are prohibited.  
 
(6)   Windows and doors shall be provided on at least ten (10) percent of the front 
facade but shall be no more than fifty (50) percent of the total area of the front 
facade. Window shall be measured at the sash sizes and doors the swinging part 
only.  Casing is not included in the measurement.  Blank facades are prohibited. 
Windows shall generally be spaced in an even rhythm. Windowless sections of the 
front facade shall not exceed twenty (20) feet in width.  
 
(7)   All windows shall be rectilinear double hung, provided however, that arch top 
and fixed sash windows are permitted. Triangular or otherwise angular windows are 
prohibited. Round windows are permitted as accent windows in locations such as 
gables. Louvered gable vents are acceptable but they must be rectilinear and 
surrounding by 1x4 and backband. 
 
(8)   Primary windows shall be at least twenty-eight (28) inches wide and at least 
sixty-six (66) inches tall. Fixed windows shall be no wider than five (5) feet and no 
taller than six feet six inches tall.  
 
(9)     All windows shall have the appearance of mullions or divided lights.  Mullions 
shall be 11


/4


 


” in width.  Panes shall be vertical rectilinear, generally square in 
proportion.  Diagonal panes are not permitted except in arch windows.  
 
(10)   All windows should be surrounded with casing – 1 x 4 and backband, 1 x 6 
and backband, Howe casing and backband or Mrs. Jenny Casing and backband.  
 
(11)   Shutters shall be constructed of wood or a material with wood-like properties 
other than vinyl, shall be sized to fit the window, and shall either have horizontal 
slats or raised panel. Shutter colors shall be equal to or similar to colors available in 
Martin Senour Williamsburg Paint chart. Shutters must appear operable, with hinges 
and tie backs. 
 
(12)   All windows shall have sill and header trim details. Cut brick jack arches shall 
be install on all windows visible from the street or parking lot. 
 
(13)   The bottom of windows shall be at least twenty (20) inches above grade.  


The following sidewalks and pedestrian crosswalks and regulations shall apply to all 
uses and within the Dunwoody Village Commercial Overlay District:  
 
  (a) Public sidewalks shall be located adjacent to all public streets and be a 
minimum of fifteen (15) feet wide as follows:  
 


3C-6:  Sidewalk and Pedestrian Walkways 
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1) Along the curb there shall be a clear four (4) foot grass strip to provide a buffer 
between the pedestrian and the traffic (this strip can be planted with either warm 
season grass or mondo grass). 


2) Next to the buffer strip there should be a seven (7) foot concrete sidewalk. 
3) Next to the sidewalk and away from the street there shall be a four (4) foot 


furniture/ tree/landscape zone:   
o Park Benches are to be installed every one hundred (100) foot on a ten (10) foot 


wide by four (4) foot deep brick pad.  Benches shall be Victory Stanley "Classic" 
Model c-138 series. Bench colors shall be natural wood stain, with dark green.  


o Each bench shall have an approved dark green trash container (style to be selected).   
o Street trees are to be installed at fifty (50) foot intervals (between the benches).  


Trees shall be either Hightower Willow Oak, Highpoint Nuttall Oaks or Allee 
Lacebark Elm.  Tree sizing shall be a minimum of three (3) inch caliper and shall be 
no less than ten (10) feet in height. As the street trees mature, they shall be limbed 
to seven (7) feet above the sidewalk. 


o Street lights shall be installed at one hundred (100) foot intervals.  Street lights shall 
be Generation ARC by Cooper 150 watt from Georgia Power.  Poles for the lights 
shall be Grandville by Hapco from Georgia Power.  Poles and lamps shall be dark 
green. 


o Between the brick bench area and the tree base a slightly raised bed shall be installed 
planted either with controlled low growing evergreen bushes (needled plants not 
permitted),  annual flowers or mondo grass. 


4) Behind the landscape bench area warm season grass shall be planted. 
5) Maintenance of the entire planting area is the responsibility of the property owner.   
6) Owners are encouraged to install drip sprinkler systems to insure proper 


development and prosperity of the plant material.  
7) The tree area and landscape zone may have to be adjusted due to overhead wires, 


but any adjustment must be approved by the Design Review Committee. 
 
(b) Pedestrian walkways shall be located at all building entrances. All buildings 
shall provide a ten (10) foot minimum pedestrian zone between the building and 
parking area. The pedestrian zone shall contain walkways, planting areas, plazas, and 
similar landscaped spaces. All pedestrian walkways shall be a minimum of six (6) 
feet wide finished with brick pavers.  
 
(c)     All public sidewalks and pedestrian walkways shall be continuous where 
possible and shall connect to other pedestrian areas through painted or raised 
crosswalks.   All entrances to crosswalks and sidewalks should include handicap 
ramps per code. 
 
(d)     All utilities shall be placed under ground.  
 
(e)   The front entrance of all buildings shall be easily and safely accessible to 
pedestrians from the public sidewalk through a combination of pedestrian walkways 
and crosswalks.  
 
(f)     Covered sidewalks that are a part of the building and that are located within 
the buildable area of the lot are encouraged where possible. Such covered sidewalks 
may be used for outdoor seating and dining, and as terraces and arcades.  
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(g)     In multi-tenant retail buildings, a continuous, unimpeded walkway shall be 
provided to connect all business entrances.  
 


The following landscaping regulations shall apply to all uses and structures with the 
Dunwoody Village Overlay District:  
 


3C-7:  Landscaping.  


(a) The use of a registered Landscape Architect is strongly recommended but not 
required.     


 
(b) Each lot shall provide a planted area or areas in the front yard near the building 


entrance that consists of a total area no less than five (5) percent of the building 
area. Such planted area or areas may consist of grassed areas, linear beds along 
the building, raised planters, and similar landscaped areas.  


 
(c)   The landscaping on each lot shall contain the following landscape elements: 


flowerbeds, shrubs, and at least two (2), three (3) inch caliper trees. 
 
(d)   With the exception of trees, landscape elements including shrubs shall not 


exceed four (4) feet in height when mature.  
 
(e)   As stated above, street trees are required along all public streets 
 
(f) All medians shall be landscaped with plant material that does not interfere with 


vehicle safety and driver visibility. Plant material and placement should be 
approved by the City of Dunwoody Public Works Department prior to 
approval of the Design Review Committee.   Concrete-only medians are 
prohibited.  


 


The following lighting regulations shall apply to all permitted uses within the 
Dunwoody Village Overlay District:  
 


3C-8:  Lighting. 


(a) All lots shall provide streetlights, parking lights, pedestrian lights, and indirect 
building lights. With the exception of indirect building lights, all light fixtures 
shall be of a design that is compatible with the Village/Colonial style. All 
freestanding exterior light fixtures shall be black or dark green. 


 
(b)  Public streetlights shall be provided along public as specified above. 
 
(c) Parking lights shall be provided in all parking areas where it is anticipated that 


parking usage will occur after dark.  The owner shall submit designs for 
approval.  The style shall be consistent with the pre-1900 Mid Atlantic 
American Colonial Architecture, but if the fixtures exceed fifteen feet in height, 
they shall project downward, and shall be spaced in a uniform manner so as to 
provide full lighting for the parking area.  


 
(d) Pedestrian lights shall be provided within high-volume pedestrian areas, and 


around public and private open space. Pedestrian lights shall be spaced a 
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maximum of twenty-five (25) feet apart and shall be evenly spaced so as to 
provide full lighting for pedestrian areas. 


 
(e)   Indirect building lighting is encouraged and when installed it shall be located no 


more than ten (10) feet from the face of the building and in a location and 
direction that does not impair vehicular safety or cross pedestrian walkways. 


 


The following parking regulations shall apply to all uses within the Dunwoody 
Village Overlay District:  
 
(a)   Each lot shall provide no less than one parking space for each seven hundred 


fifty (750) square feet of floor area and no more than two (2) parking spaces for 
each seven hundred and fifty (750) square feet of floor area. 


 
(b)  Parking areas shall be separated from buildings by a planted area or other 


landscaped area that is no less than ten (10) feet in width.  Parking areas shall be 
separated from the main road by thirty (30) feet and include a 
hedge/landscaping barrier to reduce the visibility of parked vehicles.  Wherever 
possible, parking should be confined to the rear of structures or underground. 


 
(c)  Shared parking is encouraged and may be authorized by the Director of 


Community Development.  Applicants may make application to the Director 
for authorization for a special exception for shared parking.  Said applications 
shall be considered and decided by the director pursuant to the standards and 
procedures set forth in this section. 


 
(d)  Parking lots shall be landscaped in accordance with the requirements of  


“Landscaping” above.  
 
(e)   The use of bicycle racks is encouraged. Bicycle racks shall be located near 


building entries. The racks shall be equal to or similar to Urban Accessories 
Circle Bike Rack Model D. 


3C-9:  Parking.  


 


The following regulations apply to the public areas, curb cuts and service areas for 
the Dunwoody Village Overlay District.  
 
(a)  Public plazas and outdoor dining areas are encouraged. Such areas shall be 


protected from vehicular traffic by location, vegetation and landscape walls, and 
shall be easily accessible to pedestrians.  


 
(b)  All dumpsters and other building service areas shall be located where they are 


concealed from view from the public right of way and neighbors. All dumpsters 
shall be concealed with secured gates and vegetative or solid screening.  


 


3C-10:  Public areas, curb cuts and service areas.  


(c)   Curb cuts along public streets shall be minimized and shall be shared with 
adjacent development where possible. Curb cuts shall be permitted only where 
twenty-five (25) feet away from a curb cut on an adjoining property, and shall 
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not be permitted within one hundred (100) feet of the intersection of any two  
public streets. Curb cuts shall not exceed a width of twenty-four (24) feet.  


 
(d) All air conditioning units must be hidden from view of the road and neighbors 


either by landscaping, approved fencing or located on the roof out of sight.  All 
must be shown on the site plan submitted for approval. 


 
(f)  Retaining walls must meet City Building Code with the visible areas covered 


with the face brick or stone of the downhill neighbor with a roll lock at the top. 
Where horizontal expanses exceed twenty (20) feet, offset pilasters must be 
installed with the same brick or stone rising three courses above the top of the 
adjoining wall and finished with a double course capital made from the same 
brick or stone.   


 


The following regulations apply to street furniture for the Dunwoody Village 
Overlay District:  
 


3C-11:  Street furniture.  


(a) At least one (1) bench and one (1) trash receptacle per seven thousand five 
hundred (7,500) square feet of retail area shall be provided on each lot and shall 
be located no more than fifty (50) feet from a building entry.  This is in addition 
to the requirements in the Public Sidewalk section above. 
 


(b) All benches and trash receptacles shall be accessible from a building entrance by 
a pedestrian walkway. Benches and trash receptacles shall be used in 
conjunction with other pedestrian amenities such as planters, landscaped areas, 
and outdoor tables. Benches and trash receptacles shall not contain signs. 


 
(c) Benches shall be Victory Stanley "Classic" Model c-138 series. Bench colors 


shall be natural wood stain, with dark green.  Each bench shall have an 
approved trash container. 


(d) Trash receptacles shall be Victor Stanley "Concourse" series.  Trash receptacles 
shall be dark green. Trash receptacles shall be firmly anchored to the ground.  


 


All lots in the Dunwoody Village Overlay District shall comply with all 
requirements of Chapter 21 of this Code subject to the following additional 
regulations:    
 


3C-12:  Signs regulations. 


(a) Signs shall be designed so as to be compatible with the Village/Colonial style 
that is characteristic of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District area  (standard 
sign layouts and shapes are attached);  


 
(b) All ground signs shall be monument style signs with a base and framework made 


of brick. 
 
(c) Free-standing signs shall not be permitted in the Main Street Zone as defined on 


the Dunwoody Overlay District Map, described in section 27-720.3, on 
frontages where any portion of the principal structure is located within thirty-
two (32) feet of the front property line;  
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(d) For lots containing nine (9) or fewer store fronts, ground signs shall not exceed 


six (6) feet in height and eight (8) feet in width;  
 
(e)  For lots containing nine (9) or fewer store fronts, ground signs shall not exceed 


thirty-two (32) square feet in sign area;  
 
(f)   For lots containing nine (9) or fewer store fronts, signs shall be located no more 


than thirty-two (32) feet from the principal building;  
 
(g)  For lots containing ten (10) or more store fronts, ground signs shall not exceed 


ten (10) feet in height and eight (8) feet in width;  
 
(h)  For lots containing ten (10) or more store fronts, ground signs shall not exceed 


fifty-four (54) square feet in sign area;  
 
(i)   Wall signs shall be located on the primary building facade and within fifteen feet 


(15) of the primary building entrance;  
 
(j)   Window signs are prohibited;  
 
(k)   Banners are prohibited; 
 
(l)  Signs shall have a matte finish consistent with a wood or wood-like appearance;  
 
(m) Sign colors shall be equal to or similar to colors available in Martin Senour 


Williamsburg Paint;  
 
(n)  All signs shall be indirectly lighted;  
 
(o) Internally lighted neon, gas, colored, flashing, animated, marquee, sound 


emitting, fluorescent, rotating or otherwise moving signs are prohibited; and  
 
(p)  Sign shape and lettering shall be limited as follows:  
 


(1)     All signs shall be rectangular, circular, or oval in proportion.  
 


(2)     Sign facing shall be flat in profile and shall not exceed a thickness of 
eight (8) inches.  


 
(3)     Signs with more than two (2) faces are prohibited.  


 
(4)     Sign lettering shall consist of block lettering in which individual letters 
do not exceed eighteen (18) inches in height.  


 
(5)     Sign lettering material shall be of a material that will not permit the 
passage of light through the lettering.  
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(a) Plans required. Prior to the issuance of any land disturbance permit, building 
permit, or sign permit, the applicant shall submit to the Design Review 
Committee  an application, full plans including a site plan, landscaping plan, 
building design including elevations and architectural details of proposed 
buildings, exterior materials and colors, and plans and elevations of all sides, all 
of which shall demonstrate that the proposed design is in compliance with all of 
the requirements of this Dunwoody Village Overlay District and the underlying 
zoning classification (sign applications may be abbreviated, only requiring 
dimensioned rendering of the sign, color swatches of the colors planned and 
site plan showing the location.  All sign application must include details on 
planned lighting if applicable).  


 
(b) Fees. Plans shall be accompanied by an application and payment of a fee in an 


amount determined by the City Council.  
 


3C-13:  Design Review Committee. 
The Mayor, with the concurrence of the City Council, shall appoint a Design 
Review Committee that shall report to the Community Development Director.  The 
appointment shall be for a period of two years.  The committee shall be three 
volunteers that have qualifications and design experience, and have a budget 
sufficient to retain expert advice from the professional community when needed.  
The recommended content would be two individuals with qualified experience in 
architectural design and a third member who has knowledge of historical 
submissions.  To that end, one member should be held over into a second two year 
term to allow continuity. 


(c) Review. The Design Review Committee shall review each application for 
compliance with all requirements of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District and 
the underlying zoning classification. Where it determines that said plans comply 
with the requirements of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District, a Certificate 
of Compliance shall be issued to the Applicant to be included with the 
applications for permits to the Department of Community Development.  
Attached to the Compliance form will be the plans and specs submitted and 
approved, and signed by the Chairman of the Design Review Committee.                                              
  


(d) Sequence: The committee would get the application after the applicant has 
appeared before the Dunwoody Homeowners Association which will review the 
application for Zoning, and suitability for the community and location 
contemplated and before staff review. 


 
If the Committee determines that said plans do not comply with the requirements 
of the overlay district, the Committee Chairmen shall notify the applicant and the 
Community Development in writing stating the manner in which said applicant fails 
to comply with such requirements and, if practical, propose modifications to allow 
conformity.  
  
All applications shall be considered and decided by the Committee within seven 
days of receipt of a complete application. Any appeal of the Committee’s decision 
shall be to the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 







STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY  ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX 
 


3C-14:  Certificate of Occupancy 
Prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy the site has to be inspected by a 
Design Review Committee member and a final Compliance certificate issued.  Any 
deficiencies must be corrected before the CO is issued. 
 


(a) Embody the pre 1900 Mid Atlantic American Colonial Architecture;    


3C-15:  Height/Architectural Variances 
The City Council anticipates that in the future a developer may want to redesign 
parts of the Village with the intention of revitalization, and the regulations 
contained herein will be too restrictive to allow necessary creativity.   The 
developers’ proposed concept may require more floors, zero set back lines and/or 
multiuse design.  The developer is encouraged to bring forth his proposal in rough 
form for evaluation and comment.  The proposal must: 
 


 
(b) Limit the height to a maximum of five (5) stories; however, the structure will 


not exceed two stories where within one hundred (100) feet of the property line 
of  home sites zoned residential contiguous to the Overlay District. 
 


(c) Existing buffers will be honored.  Abide by all other regulations included in this 
ordinance. 


 
Section 2:  This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia.  This 
Amendment hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendments. 


 
SO ORDAINED, this 26th day of May, 2009. 


 
        Approved: 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:       Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk     Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 
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		Action: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance

		Petitioner:    City of Dunwoody, Georgia

		Petitioner’s Request: An amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to revise the text of §3C, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District.
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AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE THE DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
PROPERTY TO REMOVE IT FROM THE DUNWOODY VILLAGE OVERLAY DISTRICT 


DESIGNATION 
 


WHEREAS,  the Dunwoody Village Overlay District strengthens the identity of the City of 
Dunwoody as a commercial core in the heart of the Dunwoody 
neighborhood; and 


 
WHEREAS,  the Dunwoody Village Overlay District regulations require the properties to 


comply with additional regulation to require any buildings on properties 
within the District to be compatible with the Village/Colonial architectural 
style; and 


 
WHEREAS,  the Dunwoody Village Overlay District currently encompasses the 


Dunwoody United Methodist Church Property, located at 1548 Mount 
Vernon Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338, designated as Parcel #’s 18 366 01 
018 and 18 366 01 021 in the DeKalb County Superior Court Real Estate 
Records (hereinafter “DUMC Property”), which is zoned Residential 
specifically R-150/DVOD; and 


 
WHEREAS, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District was not originally designed to 


encompass residential property; and 
 
WHEREAS, there is a pending request, RZ09-041, to rezone the DUMC Property by 


removing the Property from the Dunwoody Village Overlay District, and 
thus remove it from complying with all Overlay District requirements, and 
such request has been recommended for approval by the Dunwoody 
Community Council and Planning Commission; and 


 
WHEREAS, A properly-advertised public hearing has been held on May 26, 2009 along 


with the First Read of this Ordinance, with the Second Read being held on 
June 8, 2009.  


 
THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows:  


 
Section 1:  The Rezoning Request RZ09-041, to remove the Dunwoody Methodist Church 
Property from the Dunwoody Overlay District, thereby rezoning the DUMC Property from 
the current designation of R-150/DVOD to “R-150” is hereby approved. 


 
Section 2:  This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council and the official Zoning Maps for the City of Dunwoody shall be amended to 
reflect such rezoning designation. 
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SO ORDAINED, this 26th day of May, 2009. 


 
        Approved: 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Ken Wright, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:       Approved as to Form and Content: 
 
 
__________________________    __________________________ 
Sharon Lowery, City Clerk     Brian Anderson, City Attorney 
(Seal) 







 


RZ09-041 
 
Request: Realign the boundary of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 


to remove the Dunwoody United Methodist Church Property 
from the district. 


 
Property Location: 1548 Mount Vernon Road 
 
Petitioner: City of Dunwoody, Georgia 
 
Property Owner: Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
 
 
Vicinity Map 
 


         
 







 


Zoning Ordinance Requirements 
 
In accordance with section 5A-12 in the zoning ordinance, the Board should take into 
consideration the following criteria when evaluating any rezoning request: 
 


a. Existing uses and zoning of nearby property;  
b. The extent to which property values are diminished by the particular zoning 


restrictions;  
c. The extent to which the destruction of property values of the applicants promotes 


the health, safety, morals or general welfare of the public;  
d. The relative gain to the public, as compared to the hardship imposed upon the 


individual property owner;  
e. The suitability of the subject property for the zoned purposes;  
f. The length of time the property has been vacant as zoned considered in the context 


of land development in the area in the vicinity of the property; and  
g. The extent to which the rezoning meets the goals and land use objectives of the land 


use plan.  
 
Site Plan Analysis 
 
The subject properties are just over 12 acres on the north side of Mount Vernon Road, 
between its intersections with Ashford Dunwoody and Chamblee Dunwoody Roads. The 
property has nearly 1,000 feet of frontage on Mount Vernon Road along its south side. 
Adjacent to the west are single family detached homes, to the south are offices and specialty 
retail shops and to the east and north are retailers who are a part of the Dunwoody Village. 
 
The current zoning of the property in question is R-150/DVOD (Single Family Residential 
District/Dunwoody Village Overlay District). Adjacent parcels to the subject site are zoned 
residential, R-100 to the west, RM-100 and O-I to the south (across Mount Vernon Road), 
and C-1 to the north, the Dunwoody Village. 
 
Analysis 
 
The creation of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District was intended: 


(a) To implement the policies and objectives of the City of Dunwoody 
Comprehensive Plan 2008-2028 and the policies and objectives of the Dunwoody 
Commercial Core Design Guidelines; 


(b) To ensure that new developments and additions to existing buildings are 
compatible with the Village/Colonial architectural style that is characteristic of the 
district; 


(c) To strengthen the identity of the Dunwoody commercial core as the heart of 
the Dunwoody neighborhood; 


(d) To create new opportunities for public open spaces and gathering spaces in 
the commercial core of Dunwoody; 







 


(e) To assure that new developments within the commercial core are pedestrian-
friendly and provide places for civic activities; and 


(f) To improve the visual appearance, increase property values, and reduce 
vacancy rates within the Dunwoody Village. 


Through their work in modernizing the code text, the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
task force has put forward a request, with the consent of the property owner, to amend the 
existing boundary of the District to exclude the Dunwoody United Methodist Church 
property, located on the north side of Mount Vernon Road between its intersections with 
Ashford-Dunwoody and Chamblee-Dunwoody Roads. 


To that end, this request seeks to remove that property from the district and its associated 
zoning requirements. 
 
Community Council Meeting: 
 
The Dunwoody Community Council heard this case at their regular April meeting. After 
discussion was had related to the project, the Council chose to recommend approval of the 
proposed plan, as submitted, 5-0. 
 
Planning Commission: 
 
At their regular May meeting, the Planning Commission discussed this item at the first 
Public Hearing. Following a brief discussion about what rights to develop the United 
Methodist Church would receive as a benefit from this action, the Commissioner quickly 
moved to recommend approval of the rezoning as presented and the motion carried 
unanimously 5-0. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
Staff has no objections to the realignment of the Dunwoody Village Overlay District 
boundary to remove residential property from the district. The church supports the action, 
the Dunwoody Village Overlay District task force supports the action, and staff as yet has 
received no citizen opposition to the rezoning. 
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